
BOOK IV FUNCTION 

OF THE CHURCH (Cann. 834 - 848) 

LIBER IV. DE ECCLESIAE MUNERE SANCTIFICANDI 

 

Can.  834 §1. The Church fulfills its sanctifying function in a particular way through the sacred 

liturgy, which is an exercise of the priestly function of Jesus Christ. In the sacred liturgy the 

sanctification of humanity is signified through sensible signs and effected in a manner proper to 

each sign. In the sacred liturgy, the whole public worship of God is carried out by the Head and 

members of the mystical Body of Jesus Christ. 

§2. Such worship takes place when it is carried out in the name of the Church by persons 

legitimately designated and through acts approved by the authority of the Church. 

Can.  835 §1. The bishops in the first place exercise the sanctifying function; they are the high 

priests, the principal dispensers of the mysteries of God, and the directors, promoters, and guardians 

of the entire liturgical life in the church entrusted to them. 

§2. Presbyters also exercise this function; sharing in the priesthood of Christ and as his ministers 

under the authority of the bishop, they are consecrated to celebrate divine worship and to sanctify 

the people. 

§3. Deacons have a part in the celebration of divine worship according to the norm of the prescripts 

of the law. 

§4. The other members of the Christian faithful also have their own part in the function of 

sanctifying by participating actively in their own way in liturgical celebrations, especially the 

Eucharist. Parents share in a particular way in this function by leading a conjugal life in a Christian 

spirit and by seeing to the Christian education of their children. 

Can.  836 Since Christian worship, in which the common priesthood of the Christian faithful is 

carried out, is a work which proceeds from faith and is based on it, sacred ministers are to take care 

to arouse and enlighten this faith diligently, especially through the ministry of the word, which 

gives birth to and nourishes the faith. 

Can.  837 §1. Liturgical actions are not private actions but celebrations of the Church itself which is 

the sacrament of unity, that is, a holy people gathered and ordered under the bishops. Liturgical 

actions therefore belong to the whole body of the Church and manifest and affect it; they touch its 

individual members in different ways, however, according to the diversity of orders, functions, and 

actual participation. 

§2. Inasmuch as liturgical actions by their nature entail a common celebration, they are to be 

celebrated with the presence and active participation of the Christian faithful where possible. 

Can.  838 §1. The direction of the sacred liturgy depends solely on the authority of the Church 

which resides in the Apostolic See and, according to the norm of law, the diocesan bishop. 

§2. It is for the Apostolic See to order the sacred liturgy of the universal Church, publish liturgical 



books and review their translations in vernacular languages, and exercise vigilance that liturgical 

regulations are observed faithfully everywhere. 

§3. It pertains to the conferences of bishops to prepare and publish, after the prior review of the 

Holy See, translations of liturgical books in vernacular languages, adapted appropriately within the 

limits defined in the liturgical books themselves. 

§4. Within the limits of his competence, it pertains to the diocesan bishop in the Church entrusted to 

him to issue liturgical norms which bind everyone. 

Can.  839 §1. The Church carries out the function of sanctifying also by other means, both by 

prayers in which it asks God to sanctify the Christian faithful in truth, and by works of penance and 

charity which greatly help to root and strengthen the kingdom of Christ in souls and contribute to 

the salvation of the world. 

§2. Local ordinaries are to take care that the prayers and pious and sacred exercises of the Christian 

people are fully in keeping with the norms of the Church. 

 PART I. 

THE SACRAMENTS 

Can.  840 The sacraments of the New Testament were instituted by Christ the Lord and entrusted to 

the Church. 

As actions of Christ and the Church, they are signs and means which express and strengthen the 

faith, render worship to God, and effect the sanctification of humanity and thus contribute in the 

greatest way to establish, strengthen, and manifest ecclesiastical communion. Accordingly, in the 

celebration of the sacraments the sacred ministers and the other members of the Christian faithful 

must use the greatest veneration and necessary diligence. 

Can.  841 Since the sacraments are the same for the whole Church and belong to the divine deposit, 

it is only for the supreme authority of the Church to approve or define the requirements for their 

validity; it is for the same or another competent authority according to the norm of ⇒ can. 838 §§3 

and 4 to decide what pertains to their licit celebration, administration, and reception and to the order 

to be observed in their celebration. 

Can.  842 §1. A person who has not received baptism cannot be admitted validly to the other 

sacraments. 

§2. The sacraments of baptism, confirmation, and the Most Holy Eucharist are interrelated in such a 

way that they are required for full Christian initiation. 

Can.  843 §1. Sacred ministers cannot deny the sacraments to those who seek them at appropriate 

times, are properly disposed, and are not prohibited by law from receiving them. 

§2. Pastors of souls and other members of the Christian faithful, according to their respective 

ecclesiastical function, have the duty to take care that those who seek the sacraments are prepared to 

receive them by proper evangelization and catechetical instruction, attentive to the norms issued by 

competent authority. 



Can.  844 §1. Catholic ministers administer the sacraments licitly to Catholic members of the 

Christian faithful alone, who likewise receive them licitly from Catholic ministers alone, without 

prejudice to the prescripts of §§2, 3, and 4 of this canon, and ⇒ can. 861, §2. 

§2. Whenever necessity requires it or true spiritual advantage suggests it, and provided that danger 

of error or of indifferentism is avoided, the Christian faithful for whom it is physically or morally 

impossible to approach a Catholic minister are permitted to receive the sacraments of penance, 

Eucharist, and anointing of the sick from non- 

Catholic ministers in whose Churches these sacraments are valid. 

§3. Catholic ministers administer the sacraments of penance, Eucharist, and anointing of the sick 

licitly to members of Eastern Churches which do not have full communion with the Catholic 

Church if they seek such on their own accord and are properly disposed. This is also valid for 

members of other Churches which in the judgment of the Apostolic See are in the same condition in 

regard to the sacraments as these Eastern Churches. 

§4. If the danger of death is present or if, in the judgment of the diocesan bishop or conference of 

bishops, some other grave necessity urges it, Catholic ministers administer these same sacraments 

licitly also to other Christians not having full communion with the Catholic Church, who cannot 

approach a minister of their own community and who seek such on their own accord, provided that 

they manifest Catholic faith in respect to these sacraments and are properly disposed. 

§5. For the cases mentioned in §§2, 3, and 4, the diocesan bishop or conference of bishops is not to 

issue general norms except after consultation at least with the local competent authority of the 

interested non-Catholic Church or community. 

Can.  845 §1. Since the sacraments of baptism, confirmation, and orders imprint a character, they 

cannot be repeated. 

§2. If after completing a diligent inquiry a prudent doubt still exists whether the sacraments 

mentioned in §1 

were actually or validly conferred, they are to be conferred conditionally. 

Can.  846 §1. In celebrating the sacraments the liturgical books approved by competent authority 

are to be observed faithfully; accordingly, no one is to add, omit, or alter anything in them on one’s 

own authority. 

§2. The minister is to celebrate the sacraments according to the minister’s own rite. 

Can.  847 §1. In administering the sacraments in which holy oils must be used, the minister must 

use oils pressed from olives or other plants and, without prejudice to the prescript of ⇒ can. 999, n. 

2, consecrated or blessed recently by a bishop; he is not to use old oils unless it is necessary. 

§2. The pastor is to obtain the holy oils from his own bishop and is to preserve them diligently with 

proper care. 

Can.  848 The minister is to seek nothing for the administration of the sacraments beyond the 

offerings defined by competent authority, always taking care that the needy are not deprived of the 

assistance of the sacraments because of poverty. 


